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On December 30, 1758, was signed by Louis XY.
and Maria Theresa a treaty in confirmation of their
previous treaty still in force, except that it deter-
mined with greater precision respective obligations;
France, for instance, binding herself to keep an army of
100,000 men in Germany. Elizabeth was invited to
join, and she did so. Of this matter the Duke de
Choiseul, for some months Minister for Foreign Affairs,
was completely ignorant. There was a time, it was but
short, when the duke in his patriotic desire to recover
influences lost to France through the feeble administra-
tion of the Cardinal de Bernis, his predecessor, had
determined upon not entertaining any idea of capitu-
lating with England, so long as soldiers, guns and ships
remained, and on prosecuting the war against Prussia
until France met with success. A partisan of Austria,
his feelings towards Eussia were of a different nature,
but he was wisely inclined to turn to the best account
the alliance with those Powers. As regards Eussia, he
instructed the ambassador at St. Petersburg (January 9,
1759) to tell WoronzofF, for the information of the
Empress, that if the King were to desire peace for the
happiness of his people and the repose of Europe, it
should only be on conditions honourable to his Majesty
and his allies, and which would ensure general tran-
quillity ; but that so far from contemplating such a
thing, every arrangement was made for effectively
continuing the war during the present and a succeeding
campaign, to the end of bringing the enemy to just and
reasonable terms. That the Empress might have un-
doubted proofs of his Majesty's sentiments on the
subject, and to do away with every possible misunder-
standing, the King was disposed to conclude, jointly
with the two Empresses, or with the Empress of Eussia, 1758.
